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Imagine being the parent of a school age child and receiving a letter in the mail over the summer months from your child’s prospective teacher saying who she is, what she wants for your child, what she believes about teaching, and just how happy she is to be teaching your precious angel.


Imagine being a child and receiving a letter from your prospective teacher saying how happy she is that you will be in her class and how anxious she is to meet you, to get to know you and to teach you.











Annette L. Breaux & Todd Whitaker


50 Ways to Improve Student Behavior





Here are a few things to consider:


Parents want to believe their children are in the hands of competent, caring, trustworthy teachers


Children want to believe that their teachers are people who are excited to teach them and happy to have them in class


Parents who believe you care about their children are more likely to cooperate with you


Children who are in the classrooms of teachers they perceive as caring are likely to exhibit better behavior.





A Letter of Introduction





TO PARENT:





TO CHILD:











SAMPLE LETTERS





Dear______________:


My name is Mr./Ms._________ and I wanted to share that I am so happy to have the opportunity to be teaching your child in this upcoming school year. We will be (discuss some of the things you will be accomplishing in your subject area) this year.


I am honored to teach your child and I promise to do my best to help him/her reach his/her full potential. 


If at any time I can be of help to you, please feel free to contact me at (school’s phone number).


Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to teach your child…


Sincerely,______________





Dear__________________:


My name is Mr./Ms.___________ and I will be your teacher for this upcoming school year. I am so excited that you will be in my class and I look forward to getting to know you. 


Please know that I will do my very best to make this school year your best and most successful one ever


Thank you for being a part of my class. Let’s make it a great school year.


Sincerely,____________________





CONFERENCING IDEAS





SAMPLE QUESTIONS:





Seeking out what families have to say about their children sets the stage for two-way communication and helps families see themselves as active participants in their children’s learning process.


What would you like us to know about your child?


What are his/her interests?


What are your dreams for your child?


What is working well for your child at school? What isn’t?


What are some ways you’d like the school to teach about your child’s culture?


Do you have items that reflect your culture that you could share with us?








Conferencing with affinity groups provides a safe setting for families to come together to address concerns or challenges.


Conferencing activities can take place around parents with similar concerns, interests, challenges, ethnicities, etc.





Are the needs of our diverse Asian families being met?


What are the challenges for our school’s non-English speakers at the classroom level?


Preserving school spirit by monitoring peer-to-peer relations among staff.





CONFERENCING





SURVEYING











SURVEYING / CONFERENCING WITH FAMILIES 





SAMPLE STUDENT PLEDGE





SAMPLE PARENT PLEDGE





A PLEDGE IS A FORMAL OR SOLEMN PROMISE OR AGREEMENT BETWEEN TWO OR MORE PEOPLE.





PARENT-CHILD PLEDGE





I, (Child’s name) pledge to:


Pay attention in class


Be nice to teachers and schoolmates


Ask for help every time I’m confused or stuck


Complete my homework daily


Other…





I,  (Parent’s name) pledge to:


Create a learning environment at home – clean, quiet area, snacks, etc.


Spend time going over your homework


Read with you daily


Discuss your school day (the good and the bad)


Check in with your teachers often and attend parent teacher conferences


Volunteer at school and attend school events often


Praise/reward your efforts











YEAR END LEARNING GOALS BASED ON MASSACHUSETTS STANDARDS (Language arts, Math, Science, Social Studies)





TIPS TO HELP STUDENTS LEARN AT HOME





CONVERSATIONAL TIPS FOR PARENTS TO SUPPORT CHILDREN LEARNING AT HOME





TALKING POINTS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS














HOW CAN I USE IT?





WHAT’S IN IT?





 





CREATE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER BASED ON FEATURES OF THE GUIDE


CREATE MONTLY SYLLABUS SO PARENTS CAN MONITOR PROGRESS TOWARDS YEAR END GOALS


CREATE SAMPLES OF QUALITY WORK ALIGNED TO LEARNING GOALS


CUSTOMIZED ACTIVITIES FOR LEARNING AT HOME


CUSTOMIZED POSITIVE MESSAGING ABOUT YOUR CLASS


RELATE HOW LEARNING GOALS APPLY TO CHILD’S INTERESTS/PARENT’S DREAMS


OTHER… 








USE YOUR FAMILY LEARNING GUIDES





COMMUNICATION: ENGAGES IN REGULAR TWO-WAY AND CULTURALLY PROFICIENT COMMUNICATION WITH FAMILIES ABOUT STUDENT LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE.





Two-Way Communication Proficiency:  Regularly uses two-way communication with families about student performance and learning and responds promptly and carefully to communications from families.


Culturally Proficient Communication:  Always communicates respectfully with families and demonstrates understanding of and sensitivity to different families’ home language, culture and values.











Learning Expectations Proficiency: Consistently provides parents clear, user-friendly expectations for student learning and behavior


Curriculum Support: Regularly updates parents on curriculum throughout the year and suggests strategies for supporting learning at school and home including appropriate adaptation for students with disabilities or limited English proficiency.




















 ENGAGEMENT: WELCOMES AND ENCOURAGES EVERY FAMILY TO BECOME ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS IN THE CLASSROOM AND SCHOOL COMMUNITY





COLLABORATION: COLLABORATES WITH FAMILIES TO CREATE AND IMPLEMENT STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING STUDENT LEARNING AT HOME AND SCHOOL





Parent/Family Engagement Proficiency: Uses a variety of strategies to support every family to participate actively and appropriately in the classroom and school community.





STANDARD III OF STATE TEACHER EVALUATION RUBRIC: FAMILY ENGAGEMENT PROFICIENCY STANDARDS










